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Hello all, if you have any news or events that 
you would like mentioned in the next issue of 
the newsletter, please let me know by midday 
on 31st March. Thank you! 

Reflection from Rev Duncan MacLean 

Mission in times of Cultural Change 

 

If someone were to ask you the question posed 

in Psalm 137:4, ‘How shall we sing the Lord’s 

song in a strange land?’ the first response might 

be to state the obvious, that in our lifetime 

something major has happened in Western 

culture – the times they are a’ changing! - and we 

find ourselves as Christians almost feeling exilic 

in nature, aliens and strangers in a world that no 

longer feels as familiar. 

 

We know that in previous generations,  cultural 

change was often a slow process, with only 

minor adjustments to social habits and ways of 

thinking being made. Now, change is neither 

subtle nor gradual but traumatic and immediate, 

seemingly unpredictable and random, and for 

that reason, impossible to plan or control. 

Somehow I feel that we need a new map for the 

communities and geography we inhabit. 

 

Maybe our message now must be forwarded to 

new addresses because those we wish to share 

it with are often now inhabiting different places. 

“New forms of church are a "return to sender": a 

rediscovery of the original Jesus story for each 

time, with diverse people in every place” wrote 

Helmut Theilike.  

 

We need to find out where people now gather, 

otherwise we will be knocking on the wrong 

doors. People today seem to be in fear of 

stepping outside the boxes they create in their 

minds, and within their own ‘castles’, and we 

have to help them to risk, to journey, and to 

discover life. How? 

“Jesus calls us, not to a new religion but to life” 

wrote Richard Rohr. I feel that those I come into 

contact with no longer want or need a faith that 

binds by superstition, rules and regulations. For 

people seek to live in the freedom of faith – free 

to be who I am.  

 

We are all on a journey in a foreign land, living 

on the margins. How shall we sing the Lord’s 

song in a strange land? A quote I remember , but 

sadly not the author, wrote that “The only way to 

justify the claims of the gospel is by living the way 

of life to which the gospel calls us”. 

In living this fresh expression, it is our prayer that 

in the goodness and grace of God we will be part 

of the ‘enacting a fearful hope for society’. As the 

people of God we are ‘blessed to be a blessing’. 
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In order to live faithfully in this changing and 

fragmented world, we have to be willing to 

explore the new terrain, which now needs a 4x4 

flexible, adaptable vehicle. It’s no longer a 

simple, straight road from A to B. In accepting the 

need to understand and engage with the 

changing culture we risk misunderstanding, even 

dare I say it - the charge of heresy -  in order to 

obey the gospel ‘imperative’ of seeking God as a 

Person, a subject to be known and loved in 

relationship, rather than as Doctrine and Dogma, 

which limits God to our own understanding of 

‘truth’. 

 

It is this context that makes it important to 

‘explore new ways of being church’ and to keep 

living the question ‘How shall we sing the Lord’s 

song in a strange land?’. In this quest we should 

also be  committed  to not being afraid to listen, 

to ask questions, or to be converted to truth in 

whatever form and from whomever it may be 

presented.’ It seems to me that the former 

Archbishop Ramsay spoke words of wisdom 

when he stated that he “wished to understand 

and even learn from theological views which 

were not his own, while at the same time 

commending a generous and tolerant 

orthodoxy.” We want to retain an evangelical 

openness – to have strong convictions without 

turning them into arrogant certainties that 

polarise and stereotype. 

‘We can do worse than remember a principle, 

from the writings of H Butterfield in his book 

Christianity and History. A principle which gives 

us a firm rock and leaves the maximum elasticity 

for our minds: the principle – “Hold to Christ and 

for the rest be totally uncommitted.” 

 

We could pray these words - 

Lord wake us up to what needs doing, 

And what needs undoing. 

Wake us up to what must be let go, 

And what to draw closer. 

Wake us up to what enlarges love, 

And what diminishes it. 

In all parts of our lives, 

Disturb us and wake us up. 

Amen 

Rev Duncan MacLean 

 

Churches/Christians Together Groups and 

Events 

ChurchesTogether in Ross-on-Wye and 

District 

CTRD’s World Day of Prayer event takes place 
on Friday 7th March at 11am at Ross Baptist 
Church. 

This year Ross Baptist Church are hosting the 
World Day of Prayer with contributions from the 
other churches in Ross. The service has been 
prepared by the Christian women in the Cook 
Islands. They write 'God knows us intimately 
and we are special to God in our uniqueness. 
When we open the doors of our hearts to this 
truth everything in our life changes. We glow 
from within and we begin treating others as 
beloved children of God. Through this service 
we hope people will be spiritually uplifted as 
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they come to trust the great love of God'. 
 
Based on the words of Psalm 139, and woven 
within the stories of three Christian women, this 
worship service invites us to recognise that God 
created each one of us with great attention and 
loving care. 

Christians Together in Ewyas Harold and 
District 

Taizé Prayer will be taking place again at Dore 
Abbey on Sunday 30 March at 6.30. For time 
out, reflection, silence, prayers and chanting in 
the beautiful candlelit atmosphere of Dore 
Abbey.  

 

 

Lead Academy  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://rossbaptist.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a989813adec92bd89f0aad009&id=288118cb89&e=3a9220881d
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Lead Academy are setting up a new Learning 
Community that is going to be based in 
Cheltenham and I would love to opportunity for 
church within Churches Together in 
Herefordshire to take part.  The Learning 
Community will be based at St Paul’s Church, a 
church led by Roger and Hannah Widdicombe 
who, themselves, have been part of a Lead 
Academy Learning Community in the past and 
who are keen to enable other churches to have 
the same experience.   (I’ve attached a flyer 
with more details.) 

We are aware that, for some churches, the cost 
of investing in training for their leadership team 
is tricky at the moment.  However, some recent 
generous donations have allowed us to set up a 
Bursary Fund to help such churches with the 
cost, so we hope that any church who wanted to 
be part of a Learning Community would be able 
to do so.   

 Do let us know if you’d like to find out more or 
you think there are church leaders we should be 
meeting with. Please use the attached to 
advertise this learning community as you are 
able. To find out more, please contact 
Adam@leadacademy.net 

Year of Engagement news: Growing Good – 
A Toolkit for Churches 

 

The Growing Good Toolkit is a six-session 
course about deepening your church's 
engagement with your community. It 
is based on three years of research by 
Church Urban Fund with churches of 
different sizes, traditions and contexts from 
every diocese in England. 
 
This Introduction to the Toolkit will be 
hosted by Revd Joe Simons (Diocesan 
Mission Enabler – Society) and facilitated 
by Polly Taylor from Church Urban Fund. It 
will explore the Growing Good material 
and a number of helpful case studies from 
very rural parishes, to help you understand 
how to use the Toolkit in your community.  
  
The Toolkit is flexible and adaptable, 
providing a framework conversations about 
what will work for each church and 
community. The sessions include a 
mixture of content including videos, 
activities and discussion that encourages 
everyone in the group to contribute. The 
Toolkit helps churches acknowledge and 
celebrate what they’re already doing as 
well as generating ideas for new activities. 
  
Since the launch of the Toolkit, 2,000 
churches have signed up to use it. A 
recent evaluation has been really positive 
demonstrating that Growing Good helps 
churches grow in: 
 
1. knowledge about their local community, 
2. confidence in their local mission, 
3. hospitality and relationships. 
  
The Toolkit will help you to be more aware 
of the needs and strengths of your local 
community and congregation, more 
confident about sharing your faith through 
social action and better equipped to build 
partnerships with other organisations in 
your community. 

mailto:Adam@leadacademy.net
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To join us at this event you will need to be 
able to run Zoom on your device. To join 
the Church Urban Fund Zoom 
meeting, please register at our Eventbrite 
page here. The Zoom link will be sent to 
you in the confirmation email, after you 
register. We look forward to seeing you 
there. 

Ecumenical Ledbury Easter Service 

1. Good Friday March and Service 

of Witness : Friday 18th April 

• Meet at Ledbury Baptist Church 

for 10:00 a.m. and process down to 

the Market House where music 

already playing and joint service for 

½ hour. 

• Service sheets provided 

• we will be serving hot cross buns to 

passers by as our service is taking 

place (volunteers to take round 

trays needed). 

• We will need readers from every 

church family if possible 

• volunteers to open and close in 

prayer as well as to take part in the 

minor dramatization. 

• Help with music is always welcome 

• Please email Malcolm Laird if 

there’s any help that you can offer: 

drmjlaird@hotmail.com  

Joseph and the Amazing Technicolour 

Dreamcoat 

 

The performance is open to all people, all 
denominations and faiths and none - 
indeed, in taking part, we are ministering. 

Roman Catholic/URC Dialogue Group 
Resource 

https://anglican.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b721c9c9bae743cc93ad31a25&id=9a1e94d029&e=d922883a44
https://anglican.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b721c9c9bae743cc93ad31a25&id=9a1e94d029&e=d922883a44
mailto:drmjlaird@hotmail.com
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The Roman Catholic / United Reformed 
Church Dialogue Group is completing its 
3rd quinquennial with the publication of a 
practical resource pack for local churches. 
It includes reflections on the journey the 
group has been on, reflective materials for 
local groups and lots of ideas for further 
things to do together. In the words of one 
member of the group: “[This journey] has 
been a joy and a blessing, carried out in 
the true spirit of receptive ecumenism.” 
The Mission Team hopes that the pack will 
enable similar journeys of joy and blessing 
among local churches. To access the 
resources, see bit.ly/URCInterDialogue 

Calling Christian Grandparents in and 
around the Midlands area…. 

 

We’d love you to join us at 
our Grandparenting for Faith Taster Day. 

Anyone who is a grandparent or 
grandparent-figure is most welcome to join 
us, to be encouraged, inspired and 

empowered to support the faith of the 
children and young people around them. 

Thursday 13th March 2025, 10.30am-
3.30pm at Chester Road Baptist 
Church, Sutton Coldfield, West 
Midlands. Tickets only £10, bring your 
own lunch or order a baked potato (in 
advance) from the church café. 

This is a partnership between 
BRF/Parenting for Faith and CYM. 

We’d love to include as many 
grandparents as possible but places are 
limited to 100, so we advise early booking. 
Church leaders welcome to come along for 
free if you’re interested in senior’s ministry 
and want to find out about this new course. 

At the event, we will be exhibiting some of 
the elements from our course for 
grandparents and churches – and we’d 
love your feedback so that we can adjust it 
before it is launched in April. You will also 
have the option to be recorded to share 
any tips and advice with other Christian 
grandparents, as part of the course. 

Book your tickets online or email Sarah 
Holmes (sarah.holmes@cym.ac.uk). 
Discounts for 10 or more from one church, 
please email for details. 

 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fbit.ly%2FURCInterDialogue%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR1rdmir7LJI8tUjBgy1HgfH-HO1o6bipm6aaci8W3Eaqs7ifuzeG13Mktc_aem_bZhs-pA5y80k24I8TiJUMw&h=AT3JZe__ILnFJ76uJWqOWy0himFJ7aYngSMD8R4yJJg1Z7Tr-5IwPFBGvo_z8MW7qZF0tHXiEVeZJICJ9-AahvPQvmIllwng5qiasxl4NGY69gG28qRqwmPckuqYsJf8SiBd&__tn__=-UK-y-R&c%5b0%5d=AT3fMIbHzCsBGx7RVuMaI0R43FBCoZtq846tsuHwrTCp-EFaQYTWnmqMzAYa4gK027TJmW_j1DBUxrOnFFyORQJbp9savKa4lW1aQyvIMDn-wwXt4UD8k8IS3JxWex7R65TkNz7h_PjSXSuvruGq-cHVINDLPunxPCY2_rCe2f9R00oOn6DkT_khSgKkv0zgTmPCsc6O7sF3OjmTJyXEyO-Q0dlCdOmBHpGPgK41xz1vY6fY2QQ
https://dsi34kj98os.typeform.com/to/e4z0jcgn
https://dsi34kj98os.typeform.com/to/e4z0jcgn
https://dsi34kj98os.typeform.com/to/e4z0jcgn
https://dsi34kj98os.typeform.com/to/e4z0jcgn
https://dsi34kj98os.typeform.com/to/e4z0jcgn
https://dsi34kj98os.typeform.com/to/e4z0jcgn
https://dsi34kj98os.typeform.com/to/e4z0jcgn
mailto:sarah.holmes@cym.ac.uk
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Dear friends,  

Hereford Cathedral is hosting an exciting 
interactive and family introduction to the 
Old Testament on March 
29th between 10.30 and 12.30pm. 

The session will be led by Dr. Alison Gray 
and involve the Cathedral's Chancellor as 
they lead an interactive, unique and fun ' 
walk-through’ of the Old Testament  story, 
where the Bible comes to life through 
dramatized interviews with  famous (and 
not-so-famous) characters. 

This is a family friendly event, most 
suitable for children age 7 and up. Bring 
the whole familty and be part of the story! 

 

The event is free and all families will 
receive a voucher for 50% off in the 
Cathedral Cafe. 

 

To book your place, please call the Library 
Team: 01432 374225 or send 

them an 
email library@herefordcathedral.org 

Racial Justice Sunday  

 

Racial Justice Sunday took place on 9th 
February 2025. Our theme this year has 
the title ‘Coat of Many Colours’, reflecting 
the increasing diversity that exists in the 
churches in Britain and Ireland. Both the 
Old Testament, or the Hebrew Bible, and 
the New Testament are replete with 
references to diversity, in this world and 
the Kingdom to come. We need to 
remember that every Sunday is racial 
justice Sunday! We hope that resources 
found will move you and help you to 
continuously reflect on the diversity found 
within our Churches. Please continue to 
use these resources for future services! To 
find out more, please visit: 
https://ctbi.org.uk/resources/racial-justice-
sunday-9-february-2025/ 

Churches Together in England 
 

mailto:library@herefordcathedral.org
https://ctbi.org.uk/resources/racial-justice-sunday-9-february-2025/
https://ctbi.org.uk/resources/racial-justice-sunday-9-february-2025/
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Churches Together in England launched Coat 
of Many Colours on 9th February—a special 
edition Spotify playlist for Racial Justice 
Sunday, featuring incredible music from 
Caribbean and African UK artists. 

 Brought to you by Churches Together in 
England (CTE), Churches Together in Britain 
and Ireland (CTBI) and SongShare, this playlist 
is a celebration of unity, faith, and the power of 
music to inspire racial justice. 

 The SongShare platform empowers Black 
Christian songwriters by providing a centralised 
space to register and share their work. Worship 
leaders and other users can access songs via 
lyrics, chord sheets, multitracks, and 
instructional videos. The system’s search 
functionality—by author, theme, or keyword—
removes reasons for not discovering or using 
these resources. Additionally, SongShare will 
partner with churches to incorporate these 
songs into worship events and other 
programmes. 

 This year’s Racial Justice Sunday Special 
Edition Playlist on Spotify serves as both an 

introduction to SongShare and a call to action. 
By embracing these songs, churches across 
Britain and Ireland can reflect the vibrant 
diversity of their congregations while fostering 
greater unity through worship. 

 This is more than a playlist—it’s a movement. 
Join us in celebrating the voices shaping a 
future of justice and hope. Watch the 
introductory video. 

Sunday, 9th February – Official release of the 
Coat of Many Colours playlist which you can 
find here: https://bit.ly/4htCWVC 

 Check out the official press release and poster 
(jpg and pdf) attached above for circulation 
across your denomination and networks. The 
full story is on the CTE website. 

 Get ready to listen, share, and be inspired!  

--------------------------------------------------------- 

Saltmine Passion Play 2025 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Passion Play on the streets of Hereford 
Saturday 12th April, 2025, 1pm 
Starting at the Bull on High Town 
Saltmine Theatre Company would like to 
present a walkabout Passion Play the Saturday 
before Holy Week, a contemporary re-telling of 

https://www.songshare.co.uk/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aYTo3bJor8g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aYTo3bJor8g
https://bit.ly/4htCWVC
https://cte.org.uk/spotify-playlist-for-racial-justice-sunday2025/
https://cte.org.uk/spotify-playlist-for-racial-justice-sunday2025/


CHURCHES TOGETHER IN HEREFORDSHIRE NEWSLETTER 9 

 

 

 

 

Please note - this newsletter strives to share a wide range of ecumenical news and opinions and is not necessarily a reflection of the views of CTiH.
                                     March 2025 

 

Jesus's last days, death and resurrection, live 
on the streets of Hereford. To make it happen 
they need participation. If you are 
interested, email Anthony Beckett or call him on 
07906 344743. 

There is a web page also now available for this 
event too Passion Play, Hereford - 
Saltmine  This includes a short video from 
Saltmine about being part of the play. 
Further information will be added here shortly. 

 

It will be great to see you on Tuesday 11th 
March at 7.00 p.m. in St Peter's Church. A 
number of the Saltmine team will be with us that 
evening as we launch this event for Hereford. 
Other dates for rehearsals are as set out on 
page 3. 

 

Just to be clear, all volunteers (Community 
Cast, Stewards, Musicians, Buskers,  Engage 
team and also any newcomers not yet 
signed up)  are most welcome  on 11th March 
and for all the other dates too. I know not 
everybody may be able to make all of these but 
the more the merrier thanks, particularly for the 
Community Cast. 

A request for distribution too please - I still need 
some assistance for 

• Any friends or family that want to join us - 
please bring them along on 11th March. 
Don't forget we can involve under 18's as 
long as a parent is with them.  We should 
have some refreshments at rehearsals 
and a few volunteers to help with this 
would be so welcome. Any cakes / 
biscuits for the rehearsal dates would be 
much appreciated too,  

• Could you offer a bed to one of the 
Saltmine team for the night of Friday 11th 
April?  Literally just somewhere for them 
to sleep and perhaps a cup of coffee in 
the morning. They have transport / food 
etc all set up thanks. 

• Donations to help us fund this event 
could now be made. Please contact 
Anthony for more information.  

• Information from any church about their 
follow up to this event so we can add to 
the leaflets the Engage team will be 
distributing. 

• Here is an example of a leaflet that has 
been produced for previous Engage 
teams, please let Anthony know what 
you think about an Engage leaflet format 
for Hereford.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

-------------------------------------------------------------- 

Lee’s Place 

mailto:anthonybeckett3@gmail.com?subject=Passion%20Play%20Hereford
https://saltminetrust.org.uk/thepassionplayhereford
https://saltminetrust.org.uk/thepassionplayhereford
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The Hereford Homelessness Forum Food Hub 
is looking for volunteers to help with providing 
hot food provision for rough sleepers. If you 
would like to contact Sarah Stevenson to help 
(as mentioned in the January newsletter) please 
contact her at sarahlepps@yahoo.co.uk. If you 
are not subscribed to the newsletter and would 
like to find out more, please let me know and I 
can send you more information. Please pass 
this on to anyone who may find this of interest. 

-------------------------------------------------------------- 

Koble 

   

For Church leaders, PCC members, 
congregation members and anyone in between, 
our Youth Hub teams will introduce you to the 
new resource from the Ugly Duckling Charity - 
'Koble'. 

In Norwegian, Koble means “connect” and so 
we hope that this morning will help us to think 
more practically about how we might connect 
with those around us, with each other, and with 
God in more practical and contextual ways in 
today’s society.  

During the morning, there will be a time to hear 
more about the resource, time to try it out and 
an opportunity to hear more about how we 
would love you to be engaging with it over the 
course of the year both as individuals and as 
churches.  

Refreshments will be served from 9am with a 
9:30am start. You can sign up for the free 
training or email your questions to Heather . 
 

 Hereford Hebrew Reading Group 

If you would like a friendly, informal 

environment in which to read the Old 

Testament in Hebrew, then the Hereford 

Hebrew Reading Group may be what you're 

looking for. All levels of Hebrew are 

welcome - we have members ranging from 

those using an interlinear to those with a 

reasonable degree of fluency. We meet in 

Hereford or nearby, approximately monthly 

at a date and time to suit the members. For 

more information, please contact Rev'd Dr 

Owen Pembery on 07901356615 

or opembery@gmail.com. 

Association for Church Editors 2025 

Awards 

 

How good is your church magazine? 

The search is on for Britain's best church 

magazine. Entries are now invited for the 

annual competition run by the Association 

for Church Editors (ACE), which is an 

independent, not for profit organisation. 

"Judging from the number of brochures and 

leaflets that land on our doormats and the 

array of magazines in newsagents, other 

organisations still value printed material" 

says Sally Churchus, Chair of the national 

organisation, "so we are keen to encourage 

church editors everywhere". 

For the coming 2025 competition, which 

closes on Tuesday 8th April, awards will be 

made for any size of magazine using just 

mailto:sarahlepps@yahoo.co.uk
https://anglican.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b721c9c9bae743cc93ad31a25&id=33db2b90f5&e=d922883a44
https://anglican.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b721c9c9bae743cc93ad31a25&id=f48581873c&e=d922883a44
https://anglican.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b721c9c9bae743cc93ad31a25&id=f48581873c&e=d922883a44
mailto:heather.martin@hereford.anglican.org?subject=Koble%20workshop
mailto:opembery@gmail.com
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black and white printing. (Coloured paper is 

allowed). The Gold Award winner will 

receive the John King Trophy, a silver 

baptismal shell to be held for one year, 

while Silver and Bronze Award winners will 

receive an inscribed trophy to keep, 

together with a Certificate of Excellence for 

display. 

A panel of judges assesses each magazine, 

giving points for various aspects including 

clarity of the Christian message, cover 

design, headlines, overall layout and 

structure, use of graphics and appeal to 

intended readership. The prize-giving will 

take place at our annual meeting in 

September, which is open to everyone and 

includes talks about how to improve your 

magazine. 

 https://churchmag.uk 

Please use QR code via the camera app on 

your phone to find out more information: 

 

 

Photo of ACE Awards Winner 2024 – from 

left Duncan Matheson (husband) of Editor of 

Ho†Pott magazine from Cheshire Kath 

Matheson, Sally Churchus Chair of ACE.  

 

 

  

https://churchmag.uk/
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